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NOTES AND COMMENTS. 



THE TAXATION OF CHURCH PROPERTY. 

Mb. Speed Mosbt in his article in the August number of The Review 
gays : " The taxation of church property for governmental purposes would 
be most unwise and indiscreet." 

The general theory of all just taxation is reciprocal servio. Judge 
Cooley in his " Law of Taxation " says : " The protection of the government 
being the consideration for which taxes are demanded, all parties who 
receive, or are entitled to, that protection may be called upon to render the 
equivalent." It costs the community something to enjoy the use of prop- 
erty. If the church paid taxes it would pay its fair and honest share to 
secure its enjoyment of the use of property. 

Church property is not exempt from taxation. The taxes have to be 
paid, and the property that is exempt, or rather omitted from the tax roll, 
is simply spread upon the other property. Everybody's tax goes up at least 
one-tenth. The American people would rise up in rebellion against direct 
taxation for church support, but what is exemption from taxation, but an 
indirect state support of the church, a virtual subsidy for its support, and 
at the expense of the general public ? The state avoids a deficiency in its 
revenues by transferring to other property increased taxation, not by the 
voluntary action of the tax-payers, but by the compulsion of law, all of 
which is out of consonance with our republican institutions. The founders 
of our Republic wisely separated church and state. But if we are taxed for 
the support of churches it cannot justly be said that church and state are 
separated. Benjamin Franklin said: " When a religion is good, I conceive 
that it will support itself, and when it cannot support itself, and God does 
not take care to support it, so its professors are obliged to call for help from 
the civil power, it is a sign, I apprehend, of its being a bad one." 

The churches enjoy no immunity from the operations of the laws of 
God. They place roofs upon their buildings to keep out the rain, and put up 
lightning-rods to prevent lightning striking them. If God does not vary his 
laws for the benefit of churches, why should the state be expected to do so ? 

It is argued that many churches are not self-sustaining at present, and 
that to tax them would render them still less so. Thousands are 'ess able 
to provide for their children because of the tax-collector. Why should the 
laborer pay taxes upon his humble home, and the religious corporation be 
exempted ? Make all property bear its just and equal share of taxation and 
you lessen the laboring man's burden. When the workingman feels that 
his burden is heavier, because the magnificent possessions of the church 
are omitted from the tax roll, do you wonder that the church loses its power 
over him ? 
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Tax churches and only those able to bear taxes will dare to be extrava- 
gant. Tax churches and modest buildings will be erected where they are 
most needed, instead of a few imposing structures in the fashionable quar- 
ter. Every tax-payer in the city, the county, and the state has his per 
centage of state tax correspondingly increased because of the needlessly 
expensive church properties of the cities, churches which he may never 
enter. 

The church yields no income to the incorporators ; neither do many 
other kinds of property. But the state cannot regulate its action by rule of 
income. The state may and does tax for local benefits ; then why not also 
for general benefits ? 

The saloon-keeper by force of law is compelled to help pay the taxes on 
my church, in the use of which I denounce his infernal traffic. If the 
saloon-keeper is taxed to support my church, in all fairness he ought to 
have something to say in its management. " No taxation without repre- 
sentation." 

In 1850, the church property of the United States, which paid no tax, 
municipal or state, amounted to $87,000,000. In 1860, the amount had 
doubled. In 1870, it was $365,483,587. The census of 1890 reported the 
alleged value of church edifices, the lots on which they stand, and their 
furnishings, as $680,687,106. This does not include parsonages, lots, monas- 
teries, convents, schools, colleges, etc. A conservative estimate of the value 
of the church property of all sects in this country is $2,000,000,000. In 1875, 
President Grant, in his message to Congress on the subject of a total 
separation of church and state, and the taxation of church property, 
said: "In 1900, without a check, it is safe to say that this church 
property which pays no tax will reach a sum exceeding $3,000,000,000. 
So vast a sum receiving all the protection of the government without 
bearing its proportion of the turdens and expenses of the same, will not 
be looked upon acquiescently by those who have to pay taxes. In a 
growing country, where real estate enhances so rapidly with time as in the 
United States, there is scarcely a limit to the wealth that may be acquired 
by corporations, religious or otherwise, if allowed to retain real estate with- 
out taxation." 

History is said to repeat itself, and the United States are on a fair way 
of reaching a condition which took place in England at one time, and in 
France, Italy, Spain, South Germany, Mexico, and some of the South and 
Central American Republics. In these countries corporated religious 
wealth became so great that it crippled their resources, paralyzed industry, 
and produced political and social ambitions which were only alleviated by 
wholesale confiscation. The taxation of church property is in the interest 
of American principles, and in harmony with the experience of nations. 
Exemption is a relic of the principle of church and state, inherited from the 
Old World, and not yet eliminated from our political system. 

Madison C. Peters. 



THE RELATION OP SPAIN TO HER GOVERNMENT. 

The misgovernment of Spain is a curiosity of Europe. There is no reason, 
that any superficial observer can indicate, why it should be so infernal. The 
Spaniards are not slow-witted, they are not cowardly, nor are they yet re- 
puted to have lost all sense of national honor ; thus it is not easy at first to 



